Law No. E1-13 of 27 November 1981

to lay down forestry. wildlife and fisheries regulations.

The National Assembly has deliberated and adopted :

The President of the Republic hereby enacts the Law set out below :

PART 1
General Provisions.
. The national forestry, wildlife and fisheries regulations
shall comprise all the rules laid down by the present law and

subsequent implementing instruments with a view to ensu-
ring the conservation, expleoitation and development of the

forest, wildlife and fishery resources of the forest estate and
waterways,

} 2. Tne following shall pe subject to the provisions of this
aw J

— State forests;

— loval council forests;

— prvate forests;

— communal forests;

—wildlife:



— fishery resources of public watzeways and coastiands.

3. Forests shall mean land covered by vegetation which is
capable

~ tither of producing wood or other produce which is
not agricultural produce;

- or ol providing a habitat for wildlife;

- or of exereising an indirect effect on the soil, climate
or watcr regime,

4. The fauna and flora of either the public waterways or
the public coastlands shall belong to the State.

5. The system of forest ownership shall be determined by
the regulations governing land tenure and State lands and
by the provisions of this law.

6. (1) The forestry, wildlife and fishery services shall be
responsible for the management ang protection of State, lo-
cal council and communal forests as well as the {ishery re-
sources of the public waterways and coastlands.

(2) They may take all necessary meastires to ensure the
protection of forests, of wildlile angd lishery resources irres-
pective of their ownership.

7. Statc forests shall be regencrated in acscordance with
the rules laid down by the rules laid down by regulations.

8. No person may make use of the {orests, wildlifg and
rshery resources of the public waterways and coastlands in
any manner that is prohibited by the provisions of this law
and its implementing instruments.



9. Individuals, local councils, public bodies and est4blish-
ments may exercise on their forest and water resources all
the rights that result {from ownership, subject to restrictions
laid down in this law and its implementing instruments.

10. For purposes ot seizure and marking oprictions, the
Administration in charge of {orests shall possess a marking
hammer whose end mark shall be lodged with the registry of
the Supreme Court.

IT. (1) The collection of forestry, wildlife and fisheres
duties and taxes shall be carried out in the following manner :

{a} With regard to produce meant for 1ocal consumption .
officials of the forestry, wildlife and fisheries services shall
issue assessment notices and the fees or taxes shall be paid
into the Treasury,

(&) With regard to export produce : custems officials shall
issue assessment notices after checking to see that informa-
tion on the export declaration (D6) agrees with the specifi-
cations established by officials of the cervices in charge of
forests, wildlife and fishedes, The export duties and taxes
shall be paid into the Treasury.

(2) The assessment notices provided for in sub-section |
above shall be enforceable.

(3) Forestry, wildlife and fisheries officials shall receive
allowances in respect of the aperations cited in sub-section
! above, under conditions to be determined by decree.

12. (1) The services in charge of forests and wildlife shall
carry out cantrel missions and prosecute in matters concer-
ning forest exploitation and hunting,



For this purpose, forestry officials, in the exercise of their
duties, shalt wear uniforms with badges showing their ranks,
carry fitearms and ammunitions and be subject to & parami-
litary type of organization and discipline in accordance with
the rules laid down by deeree.

(2} However, under certain ¢special circumastances they
may carry out their duties in plain clothes.

(3) In any case, they must carry their professional car’.
PAKT I
Forests.
CHAPTLER |
State Forests

13. (1) State forests shiall be thuse that form part of the
private property of the State,

(<) The following shall be considered State forests :
— integral nature reserves;
— naticnal parks;
- sanctuaries for certain wild animals or plant species;
— game reserves;
— praduction forests;
- protection forests;
— recreation forests;

- forest plantations:



zoological and hotanical gardens;;
game ranches belonging to the State.

14, (1) The constitution of a forest inte any of the cate-
vories referred to tn section 13 (2) above shall be done in ac-
cordance with a procedure fixed by decree,

(2) The decree to constitute a Stare farest <hail specify in
which of the caregories it has been placed. Furthermore. it
shall indicate the manner ot resource management. the res-
trictions and the customary rights applicable within the said
forests.

I_S. State forests shall cover 20/ ol the total arey of Lhe
national werritory,

16. The services in charge of forestz and wildlife shall draw
up a management plan for cach State forest and each natio-
nal park, under the conditions fixed by decree.

'7. The protection of the forest estate shall be governed
by the provisions of Law No. 80-22 of 4 July 1980 o 1epress
infringements on landed property and State lands.

CHAPTER 1
Forests belonging to local councils and private persons.

18. A forest shall belong te a local council if it was consti-
tuted by decree for the benefit of the local council or was
planted by the council.

9. Private forests shall be forests planted by individual
persons ou lands owned in compliance with the regulations
in force.



20, Local council and prvate foreste shall remain the
property of their owners @ Provided that the utilization and
enjoyment of ownership rights attached to such forests shall
comply with the rules laid down by regulations.

CHAPTER 1)
Canunentuld forests,

21 {1y Communal forests shall be such forests as are not
referred to in Sections 13, V& and 19 ahove.

(2) Forest praduce of all kinds {found in them, with the
exception-of produce from trees planted by private indivi-
duals or local councils, shall be the property of the State.

(3} However, citizens shall be allowed exploitation rights
under conditions laid down by decree,

22. When necessary, sestrictions concerning communal
torests, cspecially the regulating of bush fhies, and clearing,
grazing, pasturing, felling, 'opping and mutijation of protec-
ted species as well as the list of the said species may be enac-
ted by order of the Minister in charge of forests,

CHAPTER IV

Porestinranioey, Farest survey and exploitation.

23. (1) The exploitution of any {orest zone shall be sub-
Ject to a prior inventory ol the zone.



(2) Where any onc other than the Administration wishes to
carry out a forest survey, he shall first seek a permit from
the Administration in charge of forests. The survey peimit
shall be subject to the payment of a fee fixed by the Finan-
ce Law,

{3} If the resulte of the survey are communicatad to any
natural person or corperate body, the latter shall pay the
fec provided for in subsection (2) above.

(4) The conditions of application of s section shall he
determined by decree,

24, (1} The total forest area that may be granted to any
one exploiter shall depend on the existing or planned indus-
trial installations. It shall not exceed 200,000 ha.

(2) The scquisition of majority shares or the creation of a
forest exploitation company by a forest exploiter holding a
licence with the intention of exploiting a total area of more
than 200,000 ha shall be forbidden.

45. Porests shall be exploited either under State manage-
ment, or under licence, or by the sale of standing volume or
under a felling permit or authorization granted to companies
or-individuals, under conditions to be determined by decree.

26. (1) State forests shall be exploited under State mana-
gement, under the supervision of the Administration in
charge of forests or by the sale of standing volume : Provided
that a State forest may be granted for exploitation to a Go-
vernmental corporation,or to a company in which Govern-
ment has at least 51 % of the capitdl.

(2) In any case, the exploitation shall be carried out in
conformity with the management pian drawn up for the [o-
rest in question,



27. (1) Communal forests shall be exploited either by the
sale of standing volume or by the grant of licences to Govern-
ment corporations, semigovernmentul corpurations or ap-
proved private forest exploiters or, exceptionally, under
State management.

(2) The grant of forest exploitation rights shall be subject
to the procedure laid down by decree.

28. Licences shall be granted for a rencwable period of {ive
years. They shall be renewed according to asimplified proce-
dure laid down by decree.

29. Any licence covering a surface area which does not
exceed 25,000 hectares shall be granted oniy to nationals
acting individually or grouped into a company.

{2} However, foreign exploiters may bhe authorized 10 apply
for adjacent areas less than or equal to 25,000 hectares for
the purpose of extending their existing concessions.

30. (1) Any exploitation by a private individual or a
company shall be regulated hy contract spacifications cam-
prising general and specific clauses. 1f the exploitation is car-
ried out under licence, the contract specifications shall in-
clude a clause relating to contrbutions to the exetution of
socio-economic infrastructures.

{2) The general clauses shall deal with all the technical
conditions governing the exploitation of the forest produce
in guestion.

(3) The speaific clauses shall deal with the finance char-
ges as well as the obligations of the holder of the exploita-
tion rights in respect of industrial installations.

31. (1) The finance charges referred to in Section 3Q shall
comprise

- the regeneration fees:

— the territorial tax:

~ 2 contribution to forestry development;

— the selling price {received by e State) of the {orest
produce:



— the contribution to the execution of socio-economic
infrastructures,

(2) The rates of tlie above-mentioned taxes and fees shall
be fixed by the Finance Law.

32, (1) The terrtorial tax shall accrue entirely to the Spe-
cial Council Suport Fund { FEICOM),

(2) The regeneration fee shall accrue to the State body
responsible for forest regeneration.

(3) The selling price of forest produce shall be apportio-
ned in the following manner :

~ 20 % to the State budget;

- 25 % to the State body in charge of forest inventory;

— 55 % to the State body in charge of [orest regenera:
tion.

(4) The contribution to forestry development whose rate
is fixed by Finance Law shall be apportioned.in the follo-
wing manner :

- 40 % for forest equipment and control;
— 35 % for the management of forests;
— 25 % for the promotion of waood.

(5} The contribution to the caccution of socioweonomic
infrastructurcs whose rate is [ixed by the Finance Law shan

accrue entirely to tho local councils concerned {or the same
purpose in the area of exploitation. Tt shall not be used for
any nther purpose.

33. Irrespective of the fiscal provisions applicable to him,
no forest exploiter, exporter of forest produce or industria-
list may be excpted fron the payment of the selling price
of forest produce and the regeneration fee or tax.



34, Lwery natural person or corporate body wishing to
exploit a forest under licencs or by sale of standing volume

shall seek zpproval according to the procedure laid down by
deeree,

35.t1) Forest exploitation licences may only be granted
1o natural persons resident in Cameroon or to companies
wiose repistered Orlices are in Cameroon and their compaost-
tow is known 1o the Administration in chiarge of forests.

(2) The granting of each licence cor authorization to sell
slandding volume shall entail the payinent of an approval fee,
(he rate of which shall be fixed by the Finance Law.

36, (1) Tha grant, renewal or transfer of a forest explaite-
tian right <hall he <ubject tor the depocition aof a secnrity de-
posit of an umount to be fixed by the Finance Law.

(2) In the case of nationals or companies in which the
Stute or nationals hold at least 51 % of the capital, the secu-
nty deposit could be a bank guarantee.

(3) In other cases. the securily deposit shall be furnished
by u payment to the Freasury.

(4) The conditions governing the application ol this sec-
ticn shall be Jdeterimined by decree.

3701 The sule as well as the feasing of forest expioitation
rights shall be lorhidden.

{2) The transfer of Torest exploitation rights as well as
any acquisitions or transfer ol shares in a forest exploitation
company shall be subject to the prior authorization of the
Administration in charge ol forests.



(3} The condittons of appiicativn of this section shall be
determined by decree.

38. The transfer of a licence shall be subject to the pay-
ment of a [ee, the rate of which shall be fixed by the Finance
Law.

39. (1) Al forest exploitation licences, sales of standing
volume, permits or authorizations to cut poles, firewood
and wood [oi chiarcaal shall confer on their holdens over the
area conceded the exclusive right to collect the produce des-
cribed in the exploitation rght for a specific period, but
confer no right of ownership over the corresponding land,

Furthermore, the holder may not prevent the exploita-
ticn of produce that is collected in the traditional manner.

(2) The collecting of seeds, roots, leaves, exudate, barks
and any other parts of plants shall be governed by regulations,

40. (1) The Administration in charge of forests may mark
as reserved any tree which it considers necessary in an area
granted upder licence ful eapluitation.

{2) Similarly, it may mark trees necessary for the execu-
tion of works in the public interest.

41. The exploitation rights issued up till the entry into
fou::; of the present law shall remain valid, subject to the
provisiuns of Section 28 above.



CHAPTER V

Use of drift timber washed ashare on the Atlantic cogst,

42. Drift timber without apparent local marks, found
along the Atlantic Coast, may be recovered by any natural
person or corporate body, according to the procedure deter-
mined by decree and subject to the payment of a fee, the
amount of which shall be fixed by the Finance Law,

CHAPTER VI

Promotion and marketing of timber and forest produce.

43. The export of logs shall, in accordance with the con-
ditions laid duwn Ly decree, be reserved to nationals acling
individually or grouped into companies who hold a lorest
exploitation right or to any other exploiter who holds 4 farest
exploitation right and has a local wood processing industry.

44. The export quotas for the various types of forest pro-

duce whether processed or not shall be fixed by the Admi-
nistration in <harge of foresis,

45. Other measures to promote the use of unknown and

lesser known species ol timber and other forest produce shall
be determinesd by Jeerew,



PART Il

Witdlife.

CHAPTER |§
Lxercise of hunting rights.

46. (1) Any attemp to pursue, kilt or capture a wild animal
of to guide expeditions for that purpose shall constitute acts
of hunting.

(2) The same shall 2pply to commercial photography and
himing.

47.- Traditional hunting is antherized throughout the
nationat territory, except in areas protected for wildlife con-
servation. The conditions under which il may be carried out
shall be fixed by decree.

4%, All acts of hunting other than the case provided forin
Section 47 above shail be subject to the grant of & permit or
licenco,

49, Fees shall be payable for permits or licences granted,
the rates of such fees shall be fixed by the Finance Law.

50. The rights and obligations resulting from the grant of
permits or licences as well as the conditions for their grant
shall be detetmined by decree.

51. Permits and licences shall be personal and non-trans-
ferable, only one hunting permit may be issued to the same
person in the course of one hunting season.

52. Hunting permits may be issued only to persons who
have complied with the regulations in force concerning the
possession of {irearms.



53.(1) The killing. capture or keeping in captivity of cer-
tain animals shall be subject to the payment of fees, the
amount of whiclh shaii be Niaed by the Finance Law,

(2} The list of such animals shall be fixed by the Adminis
tration in charge of wildliife,

54. (1) Certain speciaily defined zones may be declared as
zones of cynegelic interest by the Administration in charge
of wildlife afler consulting the Administration in charge of
forests. Such zones may he exploited either by the Adminis-
tration or by any olher natural person or coporate body in
accordance with the conditions fixed by decree, for a
renewable period of (ive years. The exploitation of such a
zone shall be subject to specifications, the clauses of which
shall be defined Ly the Administration in charge of wildlife.

(2) Tihe Administration in charge of wildlife may autho-
rize the practice of the hunting guide profession in unelagsi-
fied areas in accordance with the conditions determined by
decree.

55. Hunting within a zene of cynegetic interest shall be
subject to the payment of a daily fee, the amount of which
atall Ue rixed Ly tie Finunce Luw.

56. Persons who hold bhunting permits and who have paid
Lhe preseribed taxes may freely dispose of the meat and vio-
phies of animals lawlully Killied by them : Proveded that
they shall take all necessaty measures (0 ensure that no meat
is abandoned in the bush,

§7.{1)Trophies shall mean tusks, carcasses, skullsor teeth
of animals or of carnivorae, tails of elephants or giraffes,
sking. hoofs or paws, homs and feathers.

(2) The keeping of and traffic in trophies of protected ani-
mdls shall be subject to their prior formal registration and
marking by the Administration in charge of wildlife.



{3) Holders of trophies acquired prior to the date of enact-
ment of this law shall be allowed one year within which to
have their trophics reristered and marked by the Adminis-
tration in charge of wildlife. Beyond this time-limit, any
trophies that do not comply with the provisions of this sub-
section shall be confiscated and shall thereafter become State
property.

58. (1) Any person keeping the meat of a protected anij-
mal or its unmarked hides and skins or trophies shall pre-
sent his hunting or capture permit on demand.

(2) The keeping in captivity of and traffic in live or dead
protected animals, their hides and skins or trophies within
the national territory shall be subject to the obtention of a
certificate of origin issued by the Administration in charge
of wildlife.

{3) The certificate of origin shall specify the charactesis-
tics of the animals and the registration number of the tro-
phies to enable the identification of animal produce in cir-
culation. ' _

(4) The export of wild” animals, thelir hides and' skins of
trophies shall be subject to the obteation of 2 {;c_ruﬁcgte of
origin and an export permit issued by the Administration in

charge of wildlife.

59. The capture of wild animals shail be subject to the
obtention of a permit in accordance with the conditions
fixed by decree and subject to the payment of fees, the rates
of which shall be fixed by the Finance Law.

60. The management of game ranches shall be carried
aut by the State : Provided that they may be entrusted to
specialized bodies or private persons under condilions deter-
mined by de.ree.

61. Buffer zones shall be created around all protected
areas in accordance with the conditions determined by de-
cree. Fhunting shail be prohidited in such zoues as thic pro-
tected areas.



&2, The proctive of the hunter gunde professionin the zofes
ol cynegetic interest of m the open areas shall be subject to
the ebteation of a peomit in accordance with conditions de-
Vermined by deciee and subjert 1o the payment of fess, the
rates of whicl shall be fixed by the Finance Law.

CHAPTER i

Protection of personc and praperty against animals.

63. In cases where certain animals constitute a dqnger or
cause damage, the Administration in charge of wildlife may
undertake game control under the condiiions determined
hy decree.

&4 1)y Wo person may be charged with any breach of
hunting reguiations as concerns protected animals if he was
compelled to act in lis immediate self-defence or in the de-
{ence of another person, his own livestock or his own crops.

(2) Proof of legitimate defence shall be supplied within

72 hours to the person in charge of the nearest wildlife ser-
¥ice.

65. The trophies resulting from activities referred 1o in
Section 64 hereabove shall be deposited with the Adminis-
cration in charge of wildlife. The said Administration shall
sell thesn by pulblic auction or by agreement in the absence
of a bidder and the revenue shall be paid into the Treasury



CHAPTER 11
Hunting arpu,

66. Hunting caried out using the following weapons shall
be prohtbited :

— war Aarms of ammunilion which were or are part of the
standard of the national armed or police forces;

— firearms capable of firing more than one cartridge with
one press on the trigger,

— projectiles containing explosives.

67. The Administration in charge of wildlife may regulate
the calibre or type of arms for hunting certain animals. [t
may also prohibit the use of certain types of arms or ammu-
nition if the need to protect wildlife so reyuires.

68. Duly licensed and registered cynegetic tourist enter-
prises may, under conditions determined by decree, issue
their clients hunting arms of the type authorized by their
hunting permits. [n this case, the enterprise shall be civilly
liable for any damage caused or offences commitied by its
clients, without prejudice to legal proceedings wilich may e
taken against the client himself.

CHAPTER IV
Protection of wildiife and rhe envirorrmenti.
69, (1) All species of animals living in the national territo-

ry shall, for the purpose of their protection. be elassified intn
three classes A B oand C.



12) Thie species of class A shall be totally protected and
may o o otcasion be killed except as provided for in see
tion 64 (1) Provided that thell exploitation stiall be subject
o the obtention of a capture permit issucd by the Adminis-
Yratton in charge of Torests and wildlife.

The species of class B shall be partially protected. They
may be huutes, sapturcd or kdled subject to the obtention
of the appropriate permit.

The species of class Cmay not be accorded any protection.
Hawever, their hunting shall he regulatad.

(3) The species of animals found in national parks, game
reserves and sanctuaries shall be protected as ¢lass A animals
except the needs of management dictate othwrwise.

{4) The conditions of application of this Section shall be
determined by deerce,

70. The bunting of certain animals may be temporarly

closed in all or part of the national territory by the Adminis-
tratinn in charge of wildlifa

71. Any person found at any time or anywhere in posses-
sion of a live or dead class A or B animal or part thereof shall
be presumed to have captured or killed 1t

72. Unless specially authorized by the Administration In
charge of witdlife, the following shall be prohibited ;

1. the pursuit, approach to or shooting of game in mo-
tor vehicles or machines;

2. hunting at night, especially with search lamps, head-
lamps or in geazral with any lighting equipment whether de-
signed for cynegelic purposes or not:



3. hunting with drugs, poisoned bait, tranquilizer guns
or explosives;

4. hunting with non-traditional equipment;

5. hunting with the use of fire;

6. the importation, sale and circulation of hunting
lamps;

7. hunting with fixed guns and dane guns,

73. Any hunting practice, whether traditicnal or not,
which endangers the conservation of certain rare or useful
animals may be prohibited or regulated by the Administra-
tion in charge of wildlife.

74. (1) The introduction into the national territory of
any plant or live or dead wild animal shall be subject to an
authorization issued by the Administration in charge of fo-
rests or wildlife depending on the case, on the presentation
of a certificate of origin, an authorization to export, and a
phytosanitary or veterinary certificate issued by a competent
body of the country of origin,

(2) The exportation from the national territory of all
plants or af live or dead wild animals shall be subject to the
presentation of the certificates mentioned above, issued by
the competent authority.

75. 1t shall be forbidden to light a fire voluntarily or in-
voluntarily that could destroy the environment. Any such
fire shall be controlled to avoid the destruction of the envi-
ronment. The conditions of application of the present Scc-
tion shall be determined by regulations.



76, (1) All human activities tending to dey.. ‘s the envi-
ranment such as the unauthorized fetling of trees in zones

likely to be invaded by the desert or subject to flooding shall
be {orbidden.

(2} The movermentagstraying of domestic animals orcattle
in protected areas or in buffer zones shall be forbidden.

77, (1) The destruction of the environment within a dis-
tance of 30 metres on either side of a water course or within

a radius of 100 mehres around a water source shall be {os-
bidden.

(2 Exploitation nights along water courses shall be gover-
ned by regufations.

PART 1V
Fisherfes.

CHAPTER I
Definitions,

78. Fishery resources shall mean all piscine forms in the
marine, estuarine and fresh water environments, including
sedentary animals in these environments which at the time
of their capture ar harvest are either fixed to the substrate
in a public waterway or coastland or are incapzble of moving
around without coming in contact with the bottom of the
aquatic environment in marine, estuarine, fresh water or any
agquacultural establishment.

79. (1} Fishing shall be the act of capturing or of harves-
ting any fishery resource, or any activity that may reasonably



oc supposed to lead (o the harvest, picking or capturing of
fishery rescurces, including all activities conngcted with the
proper management and use of the aquatic environment
with a view to protecting the animal species therein by the
total or partial control of their life cycle.

(2) There are the following types of {ishing aperations,
depending on the means used to obtain fishery resources :

— traditional or small-scale fishing;
— sport fishing;

— fishing for scientific purposes;
- semi-industrial fishing:

— industrizl fishing:

— sea farming;

— fish fdarming.

{3) These different types of fishing shall be defined and
regulated by decree.

80. A fishing vessel shall be any boat, no matter its size,
that is used in activities connected with fisheries.

81. Fishing gear shall refer to tools, implements or applian-
ces used in fishing operations,

82. Mesh size shall be defined in relationship to the bag
of 2 net to mean the dimension of one of the open spaces
between the cords of a net taken or measured at the 50th
space of wet and out-stretched net, or any dimension of a
consecutive S0th space of the nct measured when the net is
under normal pressure, wet and sirctched oul.

83. Within the meaning of the present law :



fa} Fish processing estuplishien.. ..

shall comprise -
(1) Fishmongering installations which prepare fishery pro-
ducts (sorting, washing, weighing, icing);

(2) Freezing establishments which preserve [ish by means
of freezing or simply store frozen products;

(3) Smoking houses ar workshops which smoke fish and
fishery products using wood or by-products of wood,

(4) Drying workshops which dehydrate fishery products
through the direct action of leat produced by solar energy
ar same other source;

($) Satting workshops which process fishery products by
using exclusively sea salt or its substitutes.

(b} Storage and safes establishenents

shall comprise ¢

(1) Cold stores or premises equipped for the storincg of
products at a temperature of at least minus 20° C (- 20° C)

() Fish shops where fishery products are stored for sale
by retail to the public.

{c} Means of transportation

shall comprise :

(1) fsothermic vehicles which include cars, wagons or con-
tainers, etc. whose walls are made air tight to prevent any
exchange of temperature hetween the interior of the vehicle
and the outside.



(2) Refrigeruted rvehicles which mean veliicles equipped
witlh an autonomous compressor to maintain a cold cnviron-
went within the seid vehicle.

84. The technical norms of and the conditions of hygiene

in the installations listed in Section 83 shall be determined
by decrec,

CHAPTER 11

Exercive af fishiing righis,

KBS, The right to Iish walerwiys and coustlands shall belong
(o the State @ Provided than fishing shall be careied out un-
Jor conditions to hedelernnaed Dy deeres.

86. (1) The right to carry out industrial fishing shall be
subject 1o the obtentionp of a fishing licence, and for the
other forms of fishing, except traditional or small-scale
fishing — the participant shall have a fishing permit.

(2) Any person who wishes to fish small shrimps or cray-
fish (Palacnon hastatus and Pellonula vorax) shall first

obtain a special authorization granted under conditions to
be determined by decree.

87 Fishing licences shall be of three (3) types:

- the licence to ecateh fish ;
- the licence to fish for shrimps and other crustaceans;

— the licence to fish for tunas.

RR. Fishing permits shall be of three (3) types :
Permit A — the permit for semi-industrial {ishing ;
Permit B — the permit for sport fishing;

Permit C — the permit for fisheries research.



8% 1) The issuing of a fishing licence or permit shall be
subject to the payment of an ¢xploitation tax, the rate of
which shall be fixcd by the Finance Law.

{2) The said tax shall also be paid on.the occasion of the
renewal of the said licences of permits.

S0. The conditions under which [shing licences and
permits are Issued shail be determined by decree.

91, Any fishing licence or permit shall be presented at
any time to the competent authonties on demand,

93 Fishing licences may only be issued to pesons 1esi-
dent in Cameroon or to companies whose head office is
located in Cameroon, and whose composition is Xnown by
the Adminisiration in charge of Osheries.

Q2. (1) Any natural persan ar carparate hody wishing ta
exploit fishery resources for commercial or industrial
purposes shall first apply foralicence or permitin accordance
with the procedure to be determined by decree.

(2} The issuing of the [ishing licence o permit shall be
auhiect o Ve payment of an exploitation tay, the 1ate
of which shall be fixed by the Finance Law.

94. (1)} The sale or lcase of fishery exploitation rights
shall be forbidden,

(2) The transfer of a fishing licence or permit chall be
subject to the approval of the Administration in charge
of figheries and tne payment of 2 1% the 1ate oF Whith shall
be fixed by the Finance Law.

(3} The conditions of application of this Section shall
be determined by decree.



Gs. Irrespective of the [iscal provisions applicable to him,
no ¢xploiter of fishery resources and no exporter or processor
ob fishery producty shall be cxempted Nom the payment of

fishing taxes.
96, All fishermen and fishing companies shall declare

their ratches in accordanece with the conditions laid down
by the Administrationin charge of fisheries.

CHAFTER 111

Management and conservation of fishery resources,

97 Prohibitions may be placed on the right to fish in
order ;

— to protect aquatic fauna, the aquatic environment and
traditional fishery operations,

— to maintain fish production at an acceptable level.

98. The following shall be forbidden ;

{a} the use of trawlers or fishing vessels equipped with
trawling gear within a 2 nautical mile zone ;

(b) the use, for any type of fishing, of any materal
likely 1o obstruct thie mesh of nels or having the effect of
reducing their selective action. Futhermore. no accessory



cquipment may be placed at the interior of fishing nets.
Protective Jevices may be permitted if such devices have a
dimengion of more than two times that of the authorized
mesh, and are placed on the upper part of the net and not
behind the net -

(c) the use for Nishing of any diving suit equipped with
a respirator;

fd) the presence on board a fishing vessel of respiratory
Cquipment such as a diving suit. of a harpoon or of 2 dange-

rous fishing weapon, except as asafety precaution:
caution: '

fe) ihe use for fishing of explosives, chiemicals, poisons ar
other noxious substances; electrical currents or headlamas,
firc-arms, light or automatic traps or uny other devices likely
to destroy aquatic fauna and the aquatic environment;:

£ the construction of dams. embankments, large chann;is
or port facilities without the prior approval of the Adminis-
tration in charge of fishieries:

fe) the pouring of discharging into te aguatic environment
ol toxi¢ or noxious materials such as industrial, agricultural
or domestic wastes and poilutants (pesticides, Tertilizers,
sediments, detergents, ei¢);

(il the destruction of the environmvnt within a distance
of SO metres alony a water vourse. or over a radius of 100
imetres around its sourees :

Fd e prosenve an board a Fishing sesasel ol any Hshing
et whose mesh sizes Joonot conlani o prescribed stan-
dards



{j) the presence on board a fishing vessel of any destyu-
tive devices or of substances that are capable of stunning
ordisabling fish, ay well as any other materials and devices
capable of reducing or obstructing the meshes of fishing
nets;

(&) the export of any fishary resource without the prier
approval of the Administration in charge of fisheries;

(1} the introduction into Cameroon of foreign living
{ishery resources |

(mn} the capture; sale or possession of any fishery resources
appearing on a prohibition list established by the Adminis-
tration in charge of fisheries:

{n) fishing in closed areas forbidden by the Administra-
tion in charge of fisheries;

99. Exemptions may be made to the provisions of
section 98 by the Administration in charge of fisheries.

100, No fighing vessel whose tonnage exceeds 250 tannes
may [ish in Cameroon territorial waters. In public water-
ways, the total weight of [shing vessels may not exceed 10
tonnes,

101, The Administration in charge of fisheries shall
establish for both marine and inland waters the characte-
ristics of permissible lishing nets.

102, The permissible mesh size {or the different types
of nety shall Le establishied by Lhe Administration in chasge
of fisherics.



CHAPTER 1v

Sva farming and fish farting:

103. No acquacultural establishment may be constructed
without the issut of a permit by the Administration in charge
of fsheries, The conditions for issuing any such permit
shall be deterrmined by decrea. [he issue of the permit
shyall be subject to the payment of 2 tax, the rate of which
shall be lixed by the Finance Law.

104. The construction permit may lay down restrictions
10 ensure the conservation, the proper management, and
the optimum exploitation of fishery resources, Such restric-
tigns may concern, in particular ;

the Tayout and the characteristics of construction |
Management

the control of the quality of the products and health
condilions.

105, The Administration in charge of OGeheries shall be
responsible Yor the running of fish statfons and Osh breed-
ing contees in the publie waterways jind coastiands,

CHAPTER V-

fnstallation of fish
Processing establishments.

[06. The creation of a fishmonger's store, a frozen
producis plant, 3 processing workshop (for smoking, drying
or salting) a canning factory or a fish shop shall be subject
to the obtention of a certificate issued in accordance with
conditions to be determined by decree, without prejudice
to other conditions concerning the control of classified esta-
blishments. The issue of the said certilicate shall be subject

to the payment of a tax the rate of which shall be fixed
by the Finance Law,



107 Establishments for the exploitation of fishery
products shall be classified according to their size and type
by the Administration in charge of fisherics and the tax
referred to in section 106 above shall be calculated ac-
cotdingly.

108. The opening to the public of any establishment of
the wype referred to in Section 106 above shall be subject
to the obtention of a certificate of conformity issued in
accordance with the conditions to be determined by decree,

CHAPTER VI

Sanitary inspection and control of fishery prodicts.

109. It shall be forbidden to expose, prepare, distribute,
stare or transport for sale any fishery products that have
not been subject to sanitary inspection.

This inspection which may be carried out anywhere
and at any time shall be subject to the payment of a tax, the
rate of which shall be fixed by the Finance Law,

110, Fishery products shall be subjected to sanitary imspec-
tion :

— 1o ensure that the official nomenclature set out fof
commercial spacies is respected;

— 10 ensure that the minimum marketable size of edible
species is respected;

—~ ensure that the products are not from prohibited fish-
ing zones;

— to ensure that the products landed are proper for con-
sumption,

Quality norms shall be determined by decree,



CHAPTER VI!

Puckaging and rransportation
aof fishery products.

[HE Fishery products shall be packed in preseribed contal-
ners.

[12. Tiwe transport by road or by railway of fishery pro-

duets shall be in vehicles built to conform to norms 12id
dawn by deeree.

113, Vehicles for use in transporting fishery products shall
be certificated bhefore they are used for such purposes. The
certification shall comply with conditions lzid down by
decree and shall be subject to the payment of a tax, the rate
of which shall be {ixed by the Finance Law.

PART V
Prosecution of offences.

CHAPTER 1
Prosecution procedure.

114, (1) Without prejudice to the prerogatives of the Public
Prosecutor, sworn officials of the Administration in charge
of forests, wildlife and fisheries shall be responsible, in the
interest of the State, local councils or private individuals for

\he recording and prosecution of offences relating to forests,
wildlife 2nd fisheries.

(2} The officials referred to in Subsection 1 above shall

take oath before the competent court at the reguest of the
services concerned,



115, (1) The sworn officials referred to in Section 114

above and sworn officials of the Merchant Marine shall be
Judicial police officers with special jurisdiction.

{2) Notwithstanding the action of ¢mployees referred (0

in Section 114 above, judicial police officers with general
jurisdiction shall temain competent to record breaches of

forestry, wildlife and fisheries legislation.

116. (1) Sworn officials of the Administration in charge
of forests, wildlife and fisheries and of the Merchant Marine
and judicial police officers with general junsdiction shall
scize products collected without authorization and the
objects that were used lor the commission of the offence
and write a report thercon.

(2} They shall question and immediately dentify any
offender in flagrante delicto.

(3) They muay, in the exercise of their duties :

—~ requisition in the Police and Gendarmerie for purposes
of search and svizure of produce fraudulently exploited.
or circulated or of securing the identity of the offender;

— search trains, vessels, vehicles, aircraft or any other
means capable of transporting the said produce;

-~ enter jnto houses by day, in case of flagranic delicto, in
order to ¢arry out their dutics;

-~ exereise the right to pursue oftenders;

(4) In the exercise of their duties, they shall be in posses-
sion of their professional card.

V17 (1) The officials referred to in Section 116 above
shall immuediately forward their reporls (o the appropriate
person in charge of their respective services.,



(2) The gesson to whom the report is sent may require
the offender to pay a securty depasit against a receipt. The
seeurity deposit shall be fixed taking into consideration the
gravily of the offence recordered and according to a scale
determined by the competent service.

The security depasit received shall be.paid into the nearest
Treasury within 48 hours. The amount received as security
shall, as of right, be used in covering any fines and the charges

of the court; but in case of acquittal the court shall order its
refund.

(3) Perishable produce seized shall be immediately sold
by public auction or private contract in the absence of a
successful bidder and the proceeds of the sale shall be paid
intw the Treasury within 48 hours in representation of the
said produce.

118, For any sale carried out by public auction or private
contract, 12 % in addition to the sales price shall be collectad.
The additional amount collected shall be paid as rebate to
the officials of the competent service under the conditions
to be determined by decree.

119 (1) The custody of ahjects saized shall be entrusted
to the service that seized them, the head of the Adminis-
trative Unit concerned or the nearest pound,

(2) No proceedings may be taken against the sworn offi-
cial who undertook the seizure or 2gainst the Adminisira-
tion if the state of the equipment or the domestic animal
seized deteriorates.

120. (1) A breach of forestry and wildlife regulations may
be compountded under the conditions laid down by decree.

_ (2) The compounding ot an offence before final judgment
1s d2_.vered shail put an end tn prosecution.



(3} Where the offence is compounded and the offender
has paid a security deposit, an adjustment shall be immedia-
lely made belween the amount of the deposit and that ot
the compounding fee,

(4) Il the process of compounding does not succeed, the
official in charge of the service concemned shall forward the
report within 48 hours to the Legal Department.

(5) The produce seized shall be confiscated and sold, with
the cxception of arms and ammunitions, by public auction
by the competent service or by private contract in the absence
of successful bidders and the proceeds therefrom shall be
paid into the Treasury.

(6) In the case of any of the offences mentioned in Section
128 below, in the case of an offence committed with a fire-
arm disposed of or in the casc of underwater fishing carried
cut with a fire-arm, the arms and any objects used for the
commission of the offences shall be confiseated as of right
and treated as indicated in the preceding subsection.

121, Without prejudice to the Public Prosecutor’s right
of prosecution, court action may be initiated by the service
concerned as the civil party to the proceedings.

([t shall, in that respect; be empowered :

al Goverment experge to bring any offender betore
Jie competent court;

- to submit any written statement and submissions and
make any observations which it finds necessary to protect
its interests; its representatives, in uniform and without caps,
shall be associated to the State Counsel; they shall neither

be refused the right tp speak nor be prevented from sodoing;

_ to file appeals as provided by law in accordance with
ordinary crimina! procedure. Such appeals shall have the
same effect as those lodged by the Legal Department.



122, The competent court may order the confiscation of
fatest produce, equipment or domestic animals seized. In
such a ¢ase, the arms shall be handcd to the head of the admi-
nistrative unit conterned. Forestry produce, vehicles, hoats,
equipment or domestic animals shall be sold by public auction
or private contract in the absence of successful bidders. The
nroceeds af the sate <hall be paid intn the Treasury within
4§ hours,

123, For cases not provided {or in this Chapter, the com-
mon rules of eriminal procedure shall remain applicable.

CHAPTER 1§
Qffences and penallies.

124 The penalty of a finc of from 4,000 to 25,000 {rancs
or imprisonment fos from 5 to 10 days or both such [finc
and imprisonment shall be imposed on any person who :

~ does not comply with the provisions regarding the exer-
cise of the right or ownership over forests or aguacultural

establishments belonging to him;

~ is in possession of arms within areas where hunting is
forbidden:

~ trespasses within prohibited areas;

— provokes animals while on 2 visit to a game reserve oF
100,

~ transports forest produce without waybills;



- does not mark boundaries of his forest exploitation-
licence and the felling plan;

— refuses to comply with the orders of the competent
service:

— contravenes Sections 86 (2), 91, 103, 104, 111 and 113
of this law;

- fishes without proonission in an agquacultural establish-
ment belonging to the State or to a council,

125. (1) Whoever shal! infringe the provisions of Sections
24 48 91.57 and 58 hereinahave shall be punished with an
imprisonment for from 10 days to | month or a fine of
from 25.000 francs to 100.00G francs or with both such im-
prisonment and fine,

() The same penalties shall be imposed on whoever ¢

— commits a breach of the official work norms regarding
the exploitation of secondary lorest produce ;

- hunts without a licence or permit or exceeds the hslling
limit ;
— contravenes the regulations on bush fires and the provi-
sions of Sections 86 (1}, 92, 96, 98 (7. (g/, (&, (i), (I}
and (n/), 101, 106 and 109 above.

126. The penalty of an imprisonment for from 1 to 3
months or a fine of from 100,000 francs to 500,000 francs
or both such imprisonment and fine shall be imposed on
whoever :

— fraudulently uses, or counterfeits or destroys marks,
marking hammers, boundary marks or posts utilized by
the Services in charge of forest and wildlife}

- clears of provokes fire in protected or afforested areas
— contravenes Sections 43 and 44 above;

— [lells protected trees without permission ;



= valitravenes Sections 94 and 98 1) (¢} (d). (e) and { k)

ol thiy law,
— conlinues to exploit a forest beyond the authorized
period without betng able to prove that he has filed a

complete prescribed application for renewal with the
competent authority.

127. The penalty of an imprisonment for from 3 months
to & months or a fine of from 500,000 te 1,000,000 {rancs
or both such imprisonment and fine shall be imposed on
whoever contravenes  Section 98{al. ff), and {mh) ahove.

128. The penalty of an imprisonment for from 3 months
to 2 years or a [ine of from 500,000 francs to 2,000,000
francs or both such imprisonment and fine sna) be imposed
on wlhoever :

— contravenes Sections30 and 37 of this law ;

~ fulsifies or commits fraud in his field recording book:

— steals or receives forest produce or money realized
{tom their sale, kept oF bought follewing a {raudulent
operation

— kills or ¢aptures protected animals either during periods
when hunting is closed or in areas wlhere hunting is
forbidden or closed |

~ fells trees marked in reserve;

— carries out a fraudulent forest exploitation activity .

— violates the provisions relating to the protection of
classified forests ;

~ continues to exploit a forest which has been declared
abandoned.



129, (1} For holders ol vategory A und B ishing permits,
and certain establishments tor the exploitation ol [lishery
products designated by the administration in charge of
fisheries, the sanctions provided for in the above sections
stull be redueed by halt,

(2) However, the sanctions shall be applicable in the case
of all contraventions of section 98 (/) and (i} above.

130. Any fishing offence committed by a foreign vessel

?ha]l be purished with a fine of from 5,000,000 to 10,000,000
rancs.

131. (1) The penailties provided fc - in Sections 124,
125, 126, 127, 128, 129 and 130 above shall be appli-
cable without prejudice to any confiscations, restitutions,
damages awarded and restoration of property.

(2) They shall be doubled :

— in the case of a second offence or where the offence
was committed by sworn officials of the competent
services or by judicial polica officers having jurisdic-
tion or with their complicity, without prejudice to
administrative and disciplinary sanctions ;

~ fur any hunting invelving the use of chemicals or
toxic products ;

— for any clearing within an integral nature reserve |

— for any violation of forest control gates ;

— in case of escape or refusal to pbey orders from offi
cials in charge of control.



132, Any delay in the payment of the forestry taxes or
fees shall, without prejudive to the sanctions stipulated by
this law, enteil the {ollowing penaltics :

~ far a delay of more than 3 months, an increase of [0%;

~ for a delay of more than é months, an increase of 20%;

-- [or a delay af mare than 8 manths, an increase of 50%:

— for a delay of more than 12 months, an increase of
100 %.

133, Any infringement of the provisions of this law or its
instruments of application may lead to the suspension or, in
case of 2 sccond offenve, the withdrawal of the exploitation
ritht, the approval or the authorization to exploit. The con-
jnions of application of this Sectionshall be determined by

eoree,

134, Sentences to fines for breachies of this law may not
be suspended,

PART VI
Miscellaneous provisions,

135, If, during a prosecution for an cffence, the accused
pleads a tight of ownership or any other right, the coutt
shall decicde the matter acconding to the following rules:



An interlocutory plea shall enly be allowed if it {s found-
vd cither on an apparent title or on equivalent facts of
possession, and if these legal grounds are such as to negative
the character of the offence attached to the facts which
zave rise to Uhe legal proceedings.

[l the case is sent to the civil court, the judgment shall
fix a period wich shall not exceed three months in which
the party must bring the case before the competent judges
and justify Dhis action, failing which the plea shall be over-
ruled.

136. The issue of the duplicate of an exploitation right,
livence, permit or special authorization to exploit forestry,
wildlife and fishery resources shall be subject to the pay-
ment of a fee, the rate of which shall be fixed by the Finan-
ve Luw,

137. The proceeds of the exploitation tax and the sanita-
ry inspection tax referred to in Sections 89 and 109 above
ahall be allotted as follows :

— 50% to the Treasury
~50% to the service or body in charge of fisheries
developrent.
138. (1} The proceeds of {invs, compounding fccs, damao-
ges and sake by public duvtion or private contract of produ-
ce and vyrious objects seized shall be allotted as follows :

1) as regards forests and wildlife :

— 25% to offivials of the Services in charge of forests
and wildlife ;

— 75°% to the Treasury.

23 in case of Nsheries :
— 25% 10 the olficials of the administration in charge
of fishvries and the sworn offivials of the Muorchant
Murine who helped in the punishment of the offen-

Les |



— 40% to the servive or body in charge of fisheries
development ,

— 35 % to the Treasury.

{2y The conditions of distribution of the rebates 1o the
offictals referred to ubove shall be determined by devrez.

139. All provisions previous to this law are hereby repeal:
ed, in particular ;

- Ordinanve Mo, 73-18 o 22 May 1973 ;
~ Law No. 74-12 0l 10 July 1974 ;
~ Luw iNo. 75-4 of 2 July 1975,

140, This taw shoil be repistered apd published in the
Official Guzetee In French and English.

Yaounde, 27 Noveniber 1981.

Ahmadou Ahidju,
President of the Republic,



